
 

Response to Intervention 
  Response to Intervention (RtI) is a three-tier prevention, early identification and intervention 
strategy provided in general education.  The learning of ALL students is assessed early and often.  RtI 
refers to a process that emphasizes how well students respond to changes in instruction.  RtI uses 
standards-aligned and research-based interventions at increasing levels of intensity to support students 
who struggle with reading and math and to help them reach state standards.  RtI depends on a strong, 
standards-aligned, research-based core curriculum (the “general education curriculum”) and school-wide 
behavior program.  Perhaps the most important benefit of an RtI approach is that it is not a “wait to fail” 
model because students get help promptly in the general education setting.  In Pennsylvania, ALL 
students have the opportunity to get help when and at the level needed in general education classes, 
potentially significantly reducing the number of students referred for special education services.  In the 
RtI model, students who continue to struggle in Tier 3 are referred for a special education evaluation and 
data from the RtI process can be used in the eligibility determination.  RtI is not a “pre-referral system, an 
individual teacher, classroom, special education program, an added period of reading instruction, or a 
separate stand-alone initiative”.   

Key Features of RtI 

 High quality Standards aligned and research-based instruction and behavioral support in 
general education (core curriculum).   
 

 Universal screening of academics and behavior: All students are screened early in the school 
year to determine which students are “at risk” for not meeting grade level academic and 
behavioral standards and benchmarks. 
 

 Shared ownership of all students: All staff use a collaborative approach and assume an active 
role in student assessment and instruction. 
. 

 Data-based decision-making 

▪ Progress monitoring: Continuous progress monitoring of student performance and use 
of progress monitoring data to determine intervention effectiveness, and drive 
instructional adjustments, and to identify/measure progress toward instructional and 
grade level goals.   
 

▪ Benchmark and Outcome assessment: Student progress is assessed periodically 
throughout the year, and at the end of the year against grade level benchmarks and 
standards.                                                                                   

 Tiered interventions: Students receive increasingly intense levels of targeted, scientifically 
research-based interventions based on student needs. 

 



 

 

           

▪  Research-based interventions:  Research-based curriculum and interventions have been 
proven by research to be effective for most students   

▪ Flexible grouping: Students move among flexible instructional groups based on need 
and skill mastery. 

 
▪ Fidelity of Implementations: Research-based interventions can deliver what is promised 

in the research only if they are implemented as intended (or with fidelity).  Research-
based educational programs are like the medicine your physician prescribes.  
Improvement in a medical condition requires that the medicine be taken as prescribed.  
Likewise, to provide the intended results, research-based educational programs must be 
delivered as the publisher specifies. 
 

 Parental Engagement: Parents are informed of their child’s needs, interventions, intervention 
schedule, progress and their right to request a special education evaluation at any time. 

For more information on RtI at United Elementary School, please contact : 

Tara Behe, Academic and Behavioral Concerns Team Coordinator 
Room 254                                     
tbehe@unitedsd.net 



814-446-5615 (voice mail - 519)                               
 

                   (Source: www.abcadvocay.net) 


